ACT i                                                   BELISARIUS

Shall be in the Augusteum before noon,
Where I'll essay to band them orderlys
Where little order is.

JOHN.                                    It shall be done.

[Exit JOHN.

Enter ANTONINA and JOANNINA in a Utter. ANTONINA
descends hastily.

ANTONINA. And so, at last, the Emperor relents,
And looks upon us with more graciousness,

BELISARIUS, At least he's given me commands to beat
Zabergan, and his Huns!

ANTONINA.                                  And in good time,

Or what I heard was wrong ; we should have had
Our houses toppling down about our ears.

BELISARIUS. You may have yet.

ANTONINA.                                   So much the better odds

For you to fight with.   Ah, that I could come,
As in the good old days in Italy 1
But I'm too old, and I must stay at home
To play stern mentor to a love-sick girl.

BELISARIUS.  We both look somewhat far back to our youth ;
No marvel should this be my last campaign.

ANTONINA. No fear of that, you're lucky.
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